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Overview

e Performance identifiers on the example theadok.at

e Theater archives and collections on the example AuS-tfm Vienna

e Connecting information with the help of performance identifiers on the
example of the HIC and the HoTS project

e Problems with performance identifiers

e Our current idea for an approach

o Sketch
o Challenges
o Takeaways



Aim of performance identifiers

e Performance identifiers a longstanding discussion in digital theatre studies:
o There is the desire for an authority file of performance identifiers as there are ones for
works and persons like GND, VIAF
o But performances (in general: events) do have a more fuzzy state as works have and there
is not such a big contributor base as libraries have

e Advantages of (persistent) performance identifiers

Claim to speak about the same event

All kind of searches especially federated search queries and support of linked open data
Connecting with all kind of materials that document or belong to a performance
Collection of information from different sources combined to a dense (meta)dataset
Allow different research approaches to give input to this collection of information

Separate complex information about performance from input forms
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Example: theadok.at

Collection of metadata Tendoly n o o e =
performances in ‘
Austria from 1945 to
around 2000 based on
announcements,
programs, reviews
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Performance identifiers in theadok.at

Eine Nacht in Venedi
@s //theadok.at/performance/20050 (Last change: 01.01.2018 - 15:35)

Inszenierung
Allgemeines
Musiktheater
Relationen
Eine Nacht in Venedig
Theadok Import
Produktionskontext

Volksoper Wien

Inszenierungskontext

Auffihrung  Neuinszenierung
B December 1948
48/49

Volksoper Wien

Eine Nacht in Venedi
@tps //theadok.at/work/32207 (Last change: 22.12.2017 - 18:20)

Vorlage
Allgemein
Sprechtheater
Titles
Originaltitel  Eine Nacht in Venedig
tel  Eine Nacht in Venedig
Persons

Genée, Richard
Zell, Friedrich

Strauss, Johann
Raymond, Fritz

Log in to post comments

Verzeichnete Inszenierungen

Genée, Richard

@ps //theadok.at/person/68564 (Last change: 22.12.2017-18:20 )

Basisinformationen

l = I] Person

Richard

Nachname  Genée

Referenzen

@ http://d-nb.info/gnd/119312212

Referen @ http://viaf.org/viaf/12462945

2dia Referer @ http://dbpedia.org/resource/
Richard_Gen%C3%A%e

szuordnungen  Schriftsteller / Komponist / Librettist /
Auszug von GND) - Kapellmeister

Personen zu Literaturgeschichte (Schriftsteller) /
Personen zu Musik

ungsorte (Lander 9 Deutschland
9 Osterreich


https://theadok.at/performance/20050
https://theadok.at/work/32207
https://theadok.at/person/68564

Performance identifiers at other places: Wikidata

WIKIDATA

Main page
Community portal
Project chat
Create a new ltem
Recent changes
Random ltem
Query Service
Nearby

Help

Donate

Lexicographical data

Create a new Lexeme
Recent changes
Random Lexeme

Tools

What links here
Related changes
Special pages
Permanent link
Page information
Concept URI

Cite this page

Get shortened URL
Download QR code

& edit

ltem Discussion Read View history | Search Wikidata Q
Eine Nacht in Venedig (01306554
opera composed by Johann Strauss II
~ In more languages
Configure
Language  Label Description Also known as

English Eine Nacht in opera composed by Johann
Venedig Strauss Il

German Eine Nacht in
Venedig

Bavarian

French Eine Nacht in opéra de Johann Strauss Il
Venedig

All entered languages

Statements

instance of dramatico- & edit

musical work

~ 0 references

+ add reference

+ add value

Une Nuit a Venise
Une nuit a venise
Une nuit a Venise
Une nuit a Venise

ltem Discussion Read View history | Search Wikidata Q| «

Eine Nacht in Venedig. Operette in drei Akten

(Q122913889)

The following pages link to Eine Nacht in Venedig (Q1306554)

Displaying 29 items.

View (previous 50 | next 50) (20 | 50 | 100 | 250 | 500)
« (Q12736979) (redirect page) (— links)
« ANight in Venice (Q16824202) («— links)
« Not u Veneciji (31184778) («— links) ~ In more languages
* (Q54997570) («— links) Configure
* (Q54997667) (« links)
 (Q54997671) (— links)

performing arts production of Stadttheater Bern during the season 1964-1965 & edit

Language  Label Description Also known as

 (054997676) (— links) English
« (054997682) (— links)

Eine Nacht in performing arts production of
Venedig. Operette in ~ Stadttheater Bern during the

+(054097669) (== Inks) drei Akten season 1964-1965
« (Q54997694) (— links)
+ (054997699) (— links) German Eine Nacht in production d'art scénique du

* (Q54997702) (« links)
* (254997706) (— links)
« (254997708) (« links)

Venedig. Operette in  Stadttheater Bern durant la
drei Akten saison 1964-1965

)

)

)

) :
© (Q54997711) (« links) Bavarian
« (Q54997712) ( links)
* (Q55010511) (— links)

* (Q55010523) (« links)

« (Q55010537) (— links)

* (Q55010540) («— links)

* (Q98013573) (« links)

« Ouvertare: Eine Nacht in Venedig (298637340) («— links)

« (Q98637530) (— links)

* (Q99372918) (« links)

« Eine Nacht in Venedig. Operette in drei Akten. Fassung von Erich Wolf¢

French Eine Nacht in Produktion der darstellenden
Venedig. Operette in ~ Kiinste des Stadttheater Bern
drei Akten in der Spielzeit 1964-1965

All entered languages

« Eine Nacht in Venedig. Operette in drei Akten. Neu eingerichtet von E.\ Statements
« Eine Nacht in Venedig. Operette in drei Akten (Q122913889) (« links)
« Eine Nacht in Venedig. Operette in drei Akten. Neue musikalische Beart a
instance of ® performing arts " edit

« Category:Eine Nacht in Venedig (Q123461497) (— links)

View (previous 50 | next 50) (20 | 50 | 100 | 250 | 500) production

» 1 reference

+ add value


https://www.wikidata.org/w/index.php?title=Q122913889&oldid=1985516066
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:WhatLinksHere/Q1306554

Performance identifiers at other places: FID DK

Fachinformationsdienst
Darstellende Kunst

search find discover

Detailed View: Eine Nacht in Venedig

Search / Eine Nacht in Venedig

O Eine Nacht in Venedig

GND Identifier 300155344

GND Subject Category ~ Personen zu Musik
formOfWorkOrExpression Operette

Biographical Details Versionen: 1. Urversion der Urauffihrung in Berlin (Beriiner Fassung), 2. Version

fur die Erstauffuhrung in Wien (,Wiener Fassung®), 3. eine Version von Erich
Wolfgang Korngold von 1923 in der er die Oper erheblich umgearbeitet und mit
einer Textversion von Emst Marischka versehen hat, 4. eine Version von Walter
Felsenstein von 1954 | die originale Version wird selten aufgefuhrt, die bekannteste
Version ist die von Erich Wolfgang Korngold | Operette in 3 Akten

Published 1883
Geographic Area Code  Osterreich
Composer

Strauss, Johann

Librettist Genée, Richard | Zell, F.

° Contributor

< Data Provider Authority File

Recherche News Services About Us

nacht venedig

Search Results in Events

Search Results - nacht venedig

ck to All Records

Refine Results

Event Type
Auffihrung

Homepage: German National

-Hoary

Originaldatensatz:  https/d-nb info/

9nd/300155344/

about Gastspiel
i . 2
Metadata license:  CC0 1.0 ( Premiere
Last Change: 2021-03-02
Erstauffiihrung
Via: lobid-gnd ' e

Genre/Branch

& Export Record
9% Permanent link

Genée, Richard

Strauss, Johann

—<rdf:RDF>
—<edm:Event rdf:ab'

="http://performing-arts.eu/discovery/event/SLWA_4753 17589"

<skos:prefLabel>Nacht
<edm:hasType>Auffiihrung</edm:hasType>
<edm:happenedAt>Karlsruhe</edm:happened At>

- [l
(erh=g prefLabel>

<edm:occuredAt rdfs:label="1978">1978-01-01T00:00:00Z_1978-12-31T23:59:59Z</edm:occured At>

</edm:Event>
</rdf:RDF>

Showing 1 - 20 results of 275 for search 'nacht venedig', query time: 0.01s

1 EVENT Nacht in Venedig
Auffuhrung
91978
© Karlsruhe
2 event Nacht in Venedig
Auffiihrung
@ 591927
© Frankfurt
3 EVENT Nacht in Venedig
Auffiihrung
@ © Baden-Baden
4 EVENT Nacht in Venedig
Auffuhrung
H 11957

Event


https://www.performing-arts.eu/discovery/work/gnd_300155344/Permalink?sid=40958372
https://www.performing-arts.eu/discovery/EventSearch/Results?lookfor=nacht+venedig&type=AllFields&limit=20&sort=relevance

Handling in (theater) archives

Performance metadata is often only partially handled by dedicated input fields
It usually can’t deal with ambiguity
Tendency to record information about persons (directors, actors), companies or
theater stages but not performances => organisation of archival records

e Connection of archival objects to performance plan or to one performance -
attribution of archival objects can be unclear

e Often there is a strong connection with works which may be effective with
“traditional” european-style forms of theater but performances are more than this:
circus, stand-up comedy, avantgardistic theater forms, amateur theater, etc.

e This all leads to an underperforming handling of metadata on performances and
no specific performance identifiers => there is mostly no entity “performance” in
an archival database or the corresponding data model



Example: Theatermuseum Austria

1 Stenenfoto: Eine Nacht in Venedig, 22.5.1989, Fotograf/Urheber/in: Josef Palffy, Wien

Szenenfoto:

Eine Nacht in Venedig

Szene aus "Eine Nacht in Venedig™ von C. Walzel und R. Genée, Musik von J. Strauf}, Volksoper

Fotograf/Urheber/in: Josef Palffy, Wien

Autorfin: Camillo Walzel (1829 Magdeburg - 1895 Wien) - GND

Autorfin: Richard Genée (1823 Danzig - 1895 Baden bei Wien) - GND

Komponist/in: Johann Strauss [Sohn) (1825 St. Ulrich bei Wien - 1899 Wien] - GND
Regie: Otto Schenk [geb. 1930 Wien) - GND

Datierung: 22.5.1989

Spielstatte: Wien \ Volksoper

Material/Technik: Fotopapier glanzend, S/W

Mafe: 12,9 cm x 17,7 cm

Inv. Nr.: FS_PSE164410

© Theatermuseum, Wien

[2 Permalink (zitierbarer Link] zu dieser Seite: www.theatermuseum.at/de/object/1502897/

EREIGNISSE

EINE NACHT IN VENEDIG
22.05.1989

Wien\Volksoper

https://www.theatermuseum.at/de/object/1502897/



https://www.theatermuseum.at/de/object/1502897/
https://www.theatermuseum.at/de/object/1502897/

AuS-tfm: Archive and theater collections at ttm@Vienna

Established at the founding of the
theatre department 1943

Was partly lost but many holdings
were found in the last two decades
by Birgit Peter, the head of Aus-tfm

No recordings of the objects where
available thus we started a project
(HIC) to register parts of the archive
in a digital archive information
system and also debating the
national-socialism background

https://archiv-tfm.univie.ac.at/

Photograph created by Louise Hartmann


https://archiv-tfm.univie.ac.at/

|dentifiers at AuS-tfm

‘) Archiv TEFM  startseite  Impressum D Anmelden

Das digitale Archiv TFM ist im Aufbau. Daten werden bestéandig eingetragen, Liicken in der digitalen Abbildung des sind maglich. Zudem kdnnen sich Inhalte
andern. Bei Fragen und fiir Hinweise freuen wir uns iber eine Nachricht an: archivtfm@univie.ac.at

SEARCH

Gesellschaft der Menschenrechte v. F. Th.
Csokor

Identifier: https://archiv-tfm.univie.ac.at/record-set/7291 M ast change: 01.07.2019 - 10:55 )

Record Set

Shared Properties

Local Identifier: 414.8078

Record Set Properties

Type: collection

[~ if i Auffihrungsdokt

Physical or Logical Extent

https://archiv-tfm.univie.ac.at/record-set/7291

2 graphic records
1 other record

HIC Properties

Stempel Zentralinstitut: Ja
Inventarnummer: B387/44
Record Set Relation

is member of

Foto- und Graphiksammlung
NS-Bildarchiv

Agent Relations

has subject

Csokor, Franz Theodor

Hans Dietrich & Co [Fotostudio]
Burgtheater (Wien) (1919-1938)

Concept/Thing relations

has subject

lleah

ft-dervtensehenrecnie

https://theadok.at/performance/130941

I Georg Biichner / Franz Theodor Csokor


https://archiv-tfm.univie.ac.at/record-set/7291
https://archiv-tfm.univie.ac.at/record-set/7291
https://archiv-tfm.univie.ac.at/record-set/7291

Example: AuS-tfm and theadok.at

Concept/Thing Relations

Using a dedicated
archive data model
(RiC: Records in
Contexts) => does not
foresee the connection has subec
of performances thus
using Concept/Thing
relation

Concept/Thing relation

Gesellschaft der Menschenrechte: Stiick um Georg Biichner / Franz Theodor Csokor (7290)

Using a manual copy
& paste way to

connect data

Concept/Thing external

https://theadok.at/performance/130941

CONCEPT/THING RELATION HINZUFUGEN  EATRentesr Zap gzt o]

ZEILENREIHENFOLGE ANZEIGEN

ZUSAMMENKLAPPEN

-

ZEILENREIHENFOLGE ANZEIGEN

il ENTFERNEN

il ENTFERNEN



Connecting archival records with performance identifiers

1he0dok Theadok Home Lists ~ Imprint Privacy notice EN v Login

Example: HIC (FWF funded

» t H t . h _ Theadok is curr:mlydin b_eta d:velo;f)_m:nt Be awar;,that s_(f)me f;nctions,the Iayout_ofﬂ}e websfitlefand gome ?fthe
prOJeC . |S Orlog rap y data needs further adaption. If you fin Ceg;(:gg;)z;t::teaag;:(‘tyfz?@j:i”seo;?:.e;uggestlons or useful functions, please
ldeology — Collection.
Research-based Digitizing of [ @ souron |
Historical Theater Material
from the "Zentralinstitut fur Gesellschaft der
Theaterwissenschaft" in Menschenrechte R
Vienna 1943-45)

B Sat, 21.03.1931

Ideitifier: https://theadok.at/performance/130941 (Last change: 01.07.2019 - 1

e B Fri,15.05.1931

e Some archival objects inszenierung
refer to performance,
e.g. photographs

e Connecting them to
theadok.at because S
there it is possible to ad« m——— S
additional data - i

Burgtheater Wien

Relationen
Personen

HIC

Herterich, Franz

Hauser, Carl Maria

otografie
https://archiv-tfm.univie.ac.at/record-set/729


https://theadok.at/performance/130941
https://theadok.at/performance/130941

Handling of performance identifiers at ttm@Uni Vienna

Using theadok.at to:

e Collect metadata on performances that are relevant for the archive and
collections at the tfm department using a dedicated data model for performances

e Refer to the theadok.at performance identifier in the different projects at the
department that deal with performances, e.g. HIC and HoTS (= current project on
the History of Theater Studies: Switzerland/Austria, funded by FWF and SNF)

e List the references to archive objects on theadok.at (but is not mandatory)

Integrating the performance identifiers in the software of the projects (in the input fields):

e Currently mostly copy & paste but also an autocomplete field is possible by using
the API of theadok.at



No satisfying situation

What are the problems - local at tfm but also in general with current approaches:

Complicated way to connect data and lot of steps to handle

Too much information to handle

Many different identifiers to combine: persons, buildings, companies, ...
Distinguish between performance plan and performance

Harvesting of data can be troublesome

Handling of conflicting information is challenging

Services should support FAIR data principles and high quality research data
Complex data models and different interpretations of performances
Vocabularies are not community-agreed and are under heavy discussion
No accepted general authority file for performances/performance plans



|dea of a simple performance identifier system

For the needs of ttm@Vienna we work on a prototype of a performance identifier system:

Generate identifiers based on only few information: date - title - place

Services register at this performance identifier system and integrate their data on
performances: theadok.at and AuS-tfm as most important but also the mediathek of
the department (collecting source and identifier at source)

External identifiers are harvested, services register their data at the service
Simple API focused on autocomplete functions to connect performances between
the services

Detailed information at the source not in the performance identifier system
Support Linked Open Data approaches

In short: the performance identifier system should act as a mediator/faciliator



Goals of a performance identifier system at ttm@Vienna

e Lightweight approach: use minimal data (title, place, date, source + identifier at

source) and allow ambiguity (e.g. performance existed circa 1910)

Create simple identifiers that point to an (once) existing entry

Set a focus on harvesting of data from performance databases

Allow changes and log them

Keep a history of changes (if one entry was marked as typo but there are new

ones coming with the same typo, it is maybe no typo - refer to the changes)

e Distribute from the system: not entering data in every service/database, only refer
to the entry in the system with the help of the minimal data
Decentralised services that can be connected (same concept and same approach)
Upscale by adding more and more sources but also by connecting to the
decentralised services => federated network



How could it work (sketch)

Collect <« Connect < Create
Services that collect data on Combing references on performances Sources that collect different kinds of
performances and do have a local based on minimal metadata hta g.g. archival objects but do nat

necessary have dedicated identifiers

identifier for performances for performances

i

 €«——register > v(——register“)
g ? Performance identifier
Service 2 send performance
theadok.at <€—harvests— service «—— obadats —1 | Source AuS-tfm
&—refers—P «———refers—»
Researcher gains Finds entry but only | Look for existing Record an archival
more information and |« minmal metadata entries from other object that belongs to [¢—
enters this at services/sources a performance
performance x x
database Archival staff
A 4
Looks for material on|  Create entry at Give information on
»| aperformance [performance identifier | date, place and title of
service performance in
(automatically) dedicated fields
Researcher

lllustration created by
Klaus llimayer



Challenges of the approach

e We don’t use full information, e.g. no persons - can made disambiguation tricky
(looking into sources) but programming scripts could help

e Still, sources must be convinced to implement the minimal metadata input fields
and to send changes to the identifier system

e Itis now all about the correct place: title and date can be handled but place is
complicated as it has a hierarchy inside (Burgtheater => Vienna => Austria) => need

to define best practices in how to label a place
o Language can become a problem

e Curation of data still necessary but should be easier, rule: change at source
o Flexibility is important: handle different kinds of granularity of data

e Still in discussion: How to generate identifiers in terms of decentralised services
(the same combination of place-title-date should get the same identifier in every of

the decentralised services)
o Decentralised approach needs an common agreement on protocols and best practices



Takeaways

Creating local identifiers is trivial if there is an entity “performance”

e Challenge is to connect these local identifiers and to handle the many cases
where there is no dedicated entity performance available (as it is often the
case at archives and collections)

e Unlikely that there will be an authority file for performances/performance
plans, thus we need solutions to deal with this situation: decentralised
approach seems to be helpful + harvesting of data + sharing and agreeing of
protocols and best practices for minimal metadata

e Complex solutions can create more problems than anticipated, thus simple
metadata and no fear for incomplete and incorrect information

e Curation and community work will stay and will be still important



Thanks for listening!

Contact: klaus.illmayer@univie.ac.at
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